Appendix 4
Language Arts Lesson Plan

Name



Shannon Morean

Title of Unit


Space and The Solar System

Title of Lesson

Create a Planet

Grade Level


Fifth

Content Knowledge

Students will have to recall scientific terms, like orbit and gravity 




(force of).

Students will have to remember the basic parts of sentence, 
paragraph, body, and essay.


Students will need to capitalize, have correct punctuation, and 
have larger sentence structures.  Restating sentences is good 
to review as well.


The students will be using the 6 Language Arts skills:

Writing – The students will be writing in paragraph form about their planets.

Visually Representing – The students will be drawing and coloring their planet.

Reading – The students will be reading their finished works to the class.


Listening – The students will be listening to others as they present about their planets.

Viewing – The students will be able to look at other student’s planets as they present. 

Speaking – The students will be presenting their planets to the class.

Rationale
This lesson is important and fun because it keeps the students interest in the topic of space and it improves their writing skills.
Standards
State - 1.4.5. B. Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g., essays, descriptions, letters, reports, instructions).


· Include cause and effect.

· Develop a problem and solution  when appropriate to the topic.

· Use relevant graphics (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, tables,


illustrations, photographs).

NCTE/IRA Standard 11 – Students participate as knowledge, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.


NCTE/IRA Standard 12 – Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).
Goal(s)
The student will be able to creative write about a planet with great details and then draw/paint a picture resembling their planet.  
Objective(s)


The student will be able to write a creative multi-paragraph 





informational piece.




The student will be able to visually depict the planet they 





have created.
Formative Assessment
The teacher will observe and help students make 






corrections to their writing.





Students will show their artwork to fellow students.





Students will share their stories with fellow students.
Procedures / Events of
Lesson Beginning
Instruction



This lesson may take several days to complete.

Review:

“Alright, boys and girls, who can tell me the basic parts of a multiple paragraph essay?”

Students – Introduction, Body, Conclusion

“Yes that’s correct!  How many sentences are usually in each paragraph?”

Students – 3 to 5.

“Excellent, and lastly what does a sentence need to be a sentence?”

Students – A capital letter, a period, subject, action, and ending.

“Good job!”

Focus:

“Now, today we are going to be writing!  But not just any writing, you are going to be writing about planets.  Not just any planets, the planets you are going to be writing about are ones that you are going to created.  You will be writing about telling an audience of your peers what you’re planet is looks like, what kind of animals are on it, and other details about your planet.”

“So as I pass out these question sheets I want you to think about all the information we have already learned about planets and put that into making yours.  There are books on the front table where you can read about our planets, as well as the poster over there on the board.”

“Now as you look over these questions, I’d like you to write in complete sentences, you also might want to-”

Students-Restate

“Restate the question in order to make a complete sentence.”

“If you have any questions, just raise your hand and I will be over to help you.”

Lesson Development

After they have finished writing about their planets.  The students will be Writing their multiple-paragraph essays about their planets. (The students have reviewed about paragraphs in their English class).

After they have written about their planets they will now be able to design there planets by crayons or water colors.

After the students design their planets, they will make a small foldable will construction paper.

Visually Representing – The students are going to make a planet and put it into a foldable.

The teacher will instruct all students how to fold and cut a foldable.

“First take one piece of construction paper and fold the sides evenly into the middle.  Like so.  Then you will take your scissors and cut the slides so it looks like you have four sections.  In the big middle section of your construction paper you will glue your planet and write its name above it.”

“On the first tab you will write Shape and Size.  On the second tab you will write moons.  On the third table you will Looks Like.  And on the fourth tab you will have a unique fact about your planet.”  (A picture of this will be on the board as the teacher tells them what to write.)

Then when the students have all of that work completed, say within two to three days the students will start presenting.

Reading – Students will have time to read over what they are going to say to the class.

Students will be able to read over their paragraphs, foldable, and look over their planet to figure out what they are going to tell the class about their planet.

Speaking – The students will then present to the class about their planet for 5 to 10 minutes.
Listening – The students will listen to their peers as they each present.

Viewing – The students will view all of their peer’s work as they present.
Their skills will be assessed in their writing.

The students were involved throughout the writing process and creation of their planets.

The students will be given feedback as the teacher grades their essays, foldables, and presentation.

Lesson Ending
Review:

After all the students have presented, the teacher will compare the planets created to the actual planets we have in our solar system.

Closure:

The students will get their planets and essays back and graded.  Then the teacher will hang them up in either the hall or on the walls of the classroom.

Materials


Paper with questions to help them along (attached)




Extra paper for better writing



Planet circle




Foldable Traits




Crayons or Water colors (brushes and cups)




Construction Paper

References


I got the questions from their Compass website.


I got the foldable idea from Hick, K. A. & Ellermeyer, D. 
A. 
(2007) Activities for Language Arts in Instruction. 
Holcomb 
Hathaway Publishers Inc. pp.38-41
Mode



The class will work individual, occasionally bouncing and 





exchanging ideas off of their classmates.
Special Adaptations

A graphic organizer might help them keep track of their thoughts.



Give them written and verbal, explicit directions on how to 




write an informational piece.

Anticipated Difficulties
Getting the students to write in longer sentences, they are 





still writing in smaller sentences.

More time will be needed for writing; therefore some of it 
will 
have to be for homework.
Critique
I thought the lesson went fine, it all seemed like a last minute thing 
though because the teacher wanted to get it 
down the week I was 
still there and we only started on Wednesday.  I was really 
prepared with the questions for the students and I even made them 
circles so that they wouldn’t have to draw their own circles.  I 
brought books about the planets and made a poster for the students 
to look at when making their planets.  I answered any question 
they had about a characteristic or question about the planets.


The one thing that I will do different in the future is make 

the foldable first and then write their essays because I think 

it would help them work out the fine details to stick into 

their essays and creating the actually planet would have 

been a break from some much writing.  Another thing I 

would change would be to allow more time to write their 

essays, many students only had short paragraphs whereas I 

was hoping for long elegant ones.  I also want to add a day 

to type their works.  Since we were pressed for time this 

didn’t happen.  I believe that I might have needed a little 

more instruction with the essays to get exactly what I 

wanted them to be able to do.
