Appendix 1
Science Lesson Plan

Name



Shannon Morean
Title of Unit


Space and the Solar System
Title of the Lesson

Introduction to the Planets

Grade Level 


Fifth

Content Knowledge

The Galaxy is The Milky Way





The Sun is a star





Pluto is a dwarf planet 





Planet names in order





- Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 




Neptune, Pluto





Small facts about each planet and Sun
Rationale
This lesson is important because the students will learn the basic details of the solar system and be ready to learn what is to come in this year.

Standards


Standard - 3.4.4 D. Describe the composition and structure





of the universe and the earth’s place in it.
· Recognize Earth’s place in the solar system

· Explain and illustrate the causes of seasonal changes.

· Identify planets in our solar system and their general characteristics.
Goal(s)
The students will be able to recognize simple facts about the Solar System.
Objective(s)


The student will be able to state facts about all the 





different planets, Sun, Pluto.





The student will be able to name our galaxy and planets in 




order.

Formative Assessment
The teacher will observe the students as they participate in 




the lesson.




The students will participate in the lesson by working on a 




paper.





The students will hand in their vocabulary paper for a grade 



when they have it completed.
Procedures/Evens of 
Lesson Beginning
Instruction


Review:


We didn’t really review anything since we were beginning 

a new section.


Focus:

“What can be found in space?  Fast facts for beginning 
astronomers.”


Next slide.


“Please don’t yell out the answer.  What galaxy do we live 
in?  Is it the Snickers?” No.  “Hmm, let’s see it deals with 
milk and this is what it looks like.  Who can tell me what it 
is?”  Milky Way! “That’s correct!  Great job!”


Next slide.


“How many planets are in our solar system?” 8.  “Yes but 

what if you count Pluto too?”  9.  “Great.


Next slide.


“Who can tell me the planets names?”


Students just yell them out.


“Now let’s see if you can name the planets in order from 
the Sun.  The first one down here is?”  Mercury.  “Yes, and 
the next one?” Venus. “Next one, the planet we live on.”  
Earth. “Great.  Next one, another candy bar.”  Mars.  Mars 
is candy bar?  “Yes it is, this big one in the back is?”  
Jupiter.  “Awesome.  Next?  This one usually has rings 
around it?” Saturn.  “Next?” Uranus. “Haha, let’s get out 
our laughter now.  Next?”  Neptune. “Yup, and the one that 
isn’t a planet anymore?”  Pluto.  “Great Job!”

Next slide.


“Now I’m going to tell you some facts about each planet.  
They were all named after Greek Gods and Goddesses, 
except Earth. (take a breath.) Mercury, Venus, Earth, and 
Mars are called the inner planets.  Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 
and Neptune are called the outer planets.  Pluto, Eris, 
Ceres, and a few other are called Dwarf planets because 
they aren’t as big as the rest and don’t have the right 
criteria to be just planets.”


Next slide.


“The Sun…who can tell what they think the surface 
temperature of the sun is?”  Students guess.  “The actually 
answer is 9,900ºF.”  Who thinks they know what the core 
temperature is?  Does someone know what the core is?”  
Student – It’s the center of the planet.  “Yes, The core 
temperature is 25,000,000 ºF.”


Next slide.


“Here are some more facts.  When Mercury is the coldest, 
the surface is seven times colder than a deep freeze.  A 
deep freeze would be like a mammoth frozen in a glacier 
for a very long time.  All that ice that it’s in.”

“The air pressure on Venus is so heavy it is like being sat 
on by three adult elephants.  I don’t think we could live on 
that planet.”


“Earth’s inner core is hotter than the surface of the Sun.  
That’s pretty hot don’t you think?


“If you weigh 100 pounds on Earth, than you would weigh 
only 40 pounds on Mars.  I think we should move their, 
we’re lighter.”


Next slide.


“The Great Red Spot on Jupiter is three times the size of 
Earth.  That’s pretty big.”


“Winds on Saturn travel up to 1,120 miles per hour and the 
highest wind in the world recorded was 253 miles per hours 
in Australia.  There’s a 700 miles per hour difference.”


“Neptune’s blueness arises from methane in its 
atmosphere.”

“Earth is 500 times more massive than Pluto.  I guess that’s 
why it’s a dwarf planet.”


Next Slide.


“The end.  Now please go get a computer and type in the 
website at the bottom of the page.”





Lesson Development


Pass out the worksheet to the students.


“Once you get to the website, click the play button to play 
each paragraph and listen to what it’s reading to you.  You 
will find the vocabulary on the pages after the sentences.”


Allow them time to complete the paper, if they don’t get 
down, assign it as homework or just work on it the next 
day.




Lesson Ending





Review and Closure:




There isn’t really an ending to this lesson.  It’s just 





whenever the students are finished with their paper.
Materials


Power Point





Worksheet and Pencil




Computer for each student (they had computer for each 




student in my classroom)
References


I came up with this lesson and power point on my own.




I got the vocabulary from this site 







(http://tinyurl.com/34m7vqo) but I created the paper 




on my own.
Mode



The students will respond individually but we will work as 




a whole class.

Special Adaptations
A word box to help students find the answers quicker.

Type in the website for the students if needed…
Anticipated Difficulties
Speaking out of turn





Not raising their hand


Being Loud and noisy
Critique
I was able to teach my lesson and I needed to have better instructions but as the classes went on, I got better at giving instructions.  I thought up the idea to staple the website (shortened by tinyurl.com) on their paper so that they wouldn’t loose it and could finish their vocab anywhere any place their was a computer. There was nothing wrong with the power point, the teacher and the kids both had a fun time reviewing it with me.   
